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venture to assert, that there are
very few who have an adequate
knowledge of chemistry (which is
essentially necessary), and very
many whose pretensions merely
consist in a knowledge of the
,labels on their bottles. The only
remedy that I could suggest for
this evil would now be attended
with too cruel consequences for
present application ; and I am
only astonished that it has been suf-
fered to continue so long. Another
cause which I shall venture to
point out, to which these accidents
are sometimes attributable, will
admit of a very easy remedy;
and a slight hint to certain supe-
riors of the profession may proba-
bly have the effect, in some mea-
sure, of checking its increasing
prevalency. It arises from what
shall take leave to call " pro-
fessional puppyism," viz. making
an- ostentatious display of their
own acquirements by the use of
scientific terms, to the great an-
noyance and discomfiture of the
apothecary and retail druggist,
and the imminent risk of their
patient’s life. I can assure them,
that, to the generality of this
class of’ persons, the present no-
menclature is almost unknown;
and that such names as protoxides,
duetoxides and peroxides, per-
chlorides and protochlorides, per-
sulphates, ssibpersulphates, and
protosulphates, imposing as they
may appear, are as unintelligible
as though their prescriptions were
written in Greek or Hebrew. It
will be useless to argue that per-
sons in such situations ought to
have knowledge and abilities com-
petent to the duties of their pro-
fession ; it is well known that they
have not: the consequence is ob-
vious; and any man would rather
hazard the detection of an error,
than acknowledge his own igno.
rance. With this knowledge,
then, the responsibility, if any be
incurred, rests with the physician.
It is too serious a matter that a
person’s health, or perhaps life,
should be endangered or sacri.
ficed, to gratify vanity and aeec-
tation.
Should you think this worthy
of insertion, I shall take the
liberty of pointing out some other
maladies, in which the application
of The Lancet might be very
useful: With my earnest wishes
for the success of your under-
taking, I am,
Your obedient Servant,
ANTI-STAILL.
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METEOROLOGICAL
SOCIETY.
ON the 15th ult. a meeting was
held at the London Tavern Cof-
fee-house, Ludgate-hill, to take
into consideration the propriety
of forming a Meteorological So-
ciety. Among the gentlemen pre-
sent were Drs. Clutterbuck, Shear-
man, Armstrong, Copland, &c.
&c. The chair was taken by Dr.
Birkbeck, several resolutions were
agreed to, and the Meeting ad-
journed to the 12th of November,
to meet at the same place and
hour.
On Wednesday last, Nov. 12,
the second Meeting of this Society
was held, which was attended by
several individuals of eminence in
the- profession, and others distin-
guished for their attainments in
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the different branches of natural
Philosophy. By the unanimous
choice of the company Dr. Birk-beck took the Chair. The mi-
nutes of the proceedings of the
last Meeting were first read, after z,
which the President for the ensu-
ing year was ballotted for ; when
it was found that the chairman,
Dr. 13. was elected to that office.
The council was then chosen, and
the following are the names of the
gentlemen on which the Meeting
fixed: Drs. Shearman. Forster.
Bostock, Roberts ; Messrs. Lake,
Howard, Daniell, Brey, R. Tay-
lor. The laws on which the
Rules and Regulations for the
future management of the Society
were to be formed were then read,
and it was determined that a Com-
mittee of six should be appointed
for the purpose of revising them,
and which should make known the
result of their proceedings at the
next meeting.
After going through the usual
business, the Meeting was ad-
journed sine die, as its next meet-
ing must depend on the labours of
the Committee.
MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL
SOCIETY.
AT the last Meeting of the Me-
dico-Chirurgical Society in Lin-
coln’s Inn (Tuesday, Nov. 11),
after the regular business had
been transacted, Dr. Davis, of
Hanover-square, stated, that he
felt himself bound to vindicate his
reputation from an aspersion
which had been unjustly cast on
it bv Dr. Conquest, the Lecturer
on Midwifery. What he alluded
to was this :&mdash;Dr. Conquest had
said, that the views, contained in
his ( Dr. Davis’s) } paper on
phlegmasia dolens, in the last
volume of the Transactions of the
Society, were not his own.
Dr. Conquest observed, in re-
ply, that he had for some time
past, long prior to the publication
of Dr. Davis’s paper, been in the
habit of teaching, in his Lectures,
that phlegmasia dolens depended
on an anection of the vessels of
the part similar to that described
by Dr. Davis. Here the affair
terminated.
For our own part, we think that
Dr. Davis claims too exclusively
the merit of having ascertained
the pathology of phlegmasia do-
lens ; since his paper on that dis-
ease did not appear till long after
facts, similar to those related by
himself, had been published by
many French writers. Dr. Davis,
however, has not taken that en-
larged view of the pathology of
phlegmasia dolens which the sub-
ject admits of; and in considering
the remedies to be employed in
this disease, has pointe(l out no-
thing new, nor even done any
thing to give precision in the use
of those already known.
VEGETABLE ALKALIS.
MORPHIA, or MORPHINE, the
narcotic principle of opium, was
first obtained pure by M. Ser-
tiirner, about the year 1817.
The simplest process by which
it can be extracted i’rom the
opium, appears to be that recom-mended by M. Robiquet, whichis as follows: " Three hundred
